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The Sinhalese arrived in Sri Lanka late in the 6th
century B.C., probably from northern India.
Buddhism was introduced beginning in about the
mid-third century B.C., and a great civilization
developed at the cities of Anuradhapura (kingdom
from circa 200 B.C. to circa A.D. 1000) and
Polonnaruwa (from about 1070 to 1200). In the
14th century, a south Indian dynasty seized power
in the north and established a Tamil kingdom.
Occupied by the Portuguese in the 16th century
and by the Dutch in the 17th century, the island
was ceded to the British in 1796, became a crown
colony in 1802, and was united under British rule
by 1815. As Ceylon, it became independent in
1948; its name was changed to Sri Lanka in 1972.
Tensions between the Sinhalese majority and
Tamil separatists erupted into war in 1983. Tens
of thousands have died in an ethnic conflict that
continues to fester. After two decades of fighting,
the government and Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam formalized a cease-fire in February 2002,
with Norway brokering peace negotiations.
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Country : Sri Lanka

Capital City : Colombo

Surface : 65,610 km?
land ;: 64,710 km?
water : 870 km?
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Climate : tropical monsoon

Topography : relatively flat with mountains in South-Central
interior (highest point 2,524 m at about 100 km from coast)



Natural Resources :
limestone, graphite, gems,
phosphates, mineral sands,
clay, hydropower

Population : 20,222,240

Ethnic groups :

W Sinhalese ~’.‘-‘_ ) ) C :.
Languages : 5 LK Moors Douglas Tissera
. B IN Tamil
Slnhala OLK Tamil
Tamil B Other

English



Agriculture : rice, sugarcane,
grains, ollseed, speices, tea,
rubber, coconut, milk, eggs,
beef, fish

Export : textiles, tea & spices,
diamonds, emeralds, rubies,
coconut products, fish,
rubber manufactures

Paola Savinelli
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Photographs by
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Photographs by Anouk Verheyden & Farid Dahdouh-Guebas




Mangrove species :
Aegiceras corniculatum (L.) Blanco
Avicennia marina (Forsk.) Vierh.
Avicennia officinalis L.
Bruguiera cylindrica (L.) Blume
Bruguiera gymnorrhiza (L.) Lamk.
Bruguiera sexangula (Lour.) Poir.
Ceriops tagal (Perr.) C.B. Robinson
S\ Excoecaria agallocha L.
-~ & & Excoecaria indica (Willd.) Muell.-Arg./
e—fQisIIeate g Sapium indicum Willd.
] e 7y 9 Heritiera littoralis Dryand.
" " " Lumnitzera littorea (Jack) Voigt
Lumnitzera racemosa Willd.
Nypa fruticans (Thunb.) Wurmb.
Pemphis acidula Forst.
Rhizophora annamalayana Kathiresan
Rhizophora apiculata BL.
Rhizophora mucronata Lamk.
Scyphiphora hydrophyllacea Gaertn.f.
Sonneratia alba J. Smith
Sonneratia caseolaris (L.) Engler
Xylocarpus granatum Kaénig




Some mangrove facts :

 « There i1s hardly any tidal activity in Sri Lanka »;

* 50, little flushing of mangrove litter;

* 50, little chance of wide hydrochory;

* S0, a lot of predatlon by grapsid crabs, snails and rats
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Photographs by Farid Dahdouh-Guebas



Some mangrove facts :

« mangroves display a dynamic mosaic vegetation structure or
at most a partial zonation;

1956 1974 1994




Some mangrove facts :

« omnipresence of Thalassina anomala in some sites interferes
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Some mangrove facts :

* mangroves have been severely degraded by human impact
along the South-West Coast;
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Some mangrove facts :
» Sri Lanka has been severely struck by the 26/12/2004 tsunami;
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MMM3 Conference :

 5-day conference based on themes

at University of Ruhuna, Matara. o S Blimetite 7
- Plant and Vegetation Science D A

- Nutrient Cycling, Biogeochemistry

and other Environmental Drivers

- Faunistic Studies and Plant-Animal Interactions
- Man-Ecosystem Interactions

- Conservation and Management
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* Including a mid-conference excursion

- selected mangrove communities (lagoon, riverine, basin,...)

- Udawalawe National Park, the Udawalawe Irrigation Scheme
and its downstream effects on mangrove lagoons;

- the mangrove of Palatupana Lagoon in Yala National Park;

- tsunami-affected sites and rehabilitation projects;

- Kiralakele ‘Sonneratia juice centre’, and the Fiberboat Training Centre of the
Small Fishers Federation of Lanka (SFFL)



Pambala-Chilaw Lagoon Workshop :

* Location : Chilaw Lagoon, about 80 km N of
Colombo and 40 km N of Bandaranayake
International Alirport;

» Most diverse mangrove site in Sri Lanka,
 Fully equiped with audio-visual and multi-media;
 Excellent basis for scientific resarch;

« Engaged in artificial mangrove forest regeneration.
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Pambala-Chilaw Lagoon Workshop :

Photographs by Farid Dahdouh-Guebas & Douglas Tissera




